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clemency should be publicly sought, and to act the
part   of a deity in  restoring to  life  those  legally
dead.     In any case,  Katharine's spontaneous and
determined intercession for the 'prentice lads would
take no denial, and she pleaded with effect.     Her
intercession,  nevertheless, could hardly have been
so successful as it was if Wolsey had been opposed
to it; and the subsequent comedy in the great Hall
at Westminster  on the  22nd  May was  doubtless
planned to afford Henry an opportunity of appear-
ing  in   his   favourite   character.      Seated   upon  a
canopied throne high upon a dais of brocade, sur-
rounded   by   his   prelates   and   nobles   and  with
Wolsey by  his  side,   Henry  frowned   in   crimson
velvet whilst the "poore younglings and olde false
knaves " trooped  in,  a sorry procession,  stripped
to their  shirts,  with   halters  around   their   necks.
Wolsey in  stern words  rebuked  their crime,  and
scolded the  Lord  Mayor and Aldermen for their
laxity ; ending by saying they all deserved to hang.
" Mercy ! gracious lord, mercy ! " cried the terrified
boys and their distracted mothers behind ; and the
Cardinal and the peers knelt before the throne to
beg  the   life  of   the   offenders,   which  the   King
granted, and with a great shout of joy halters were
stripped from many a callow neck,  and cast into
the rafters of the Hall for very joy.     But all men
knew,  and the mothers too, that Wolsey's inter-
cession was only make-believe, and that what they
saw  was but the ceremonial act of grace.     The
Queen they thanked  in their hearts and not the
haughty Cardinal, for the King had pardoned the
'prentices  privately days   before,   when  Katharine
and her two sisters-in-law, the widowed Queens of